LOCATION

The stone inscriptions are the only kind of historical
records, which, though decayed gradually through weathering
and destroyed by the ruin of buildings, had the advantage of
being preserved on the site itself, thus escaping the possible
injuries consequent upon rough handling and shifting from
place to place.   The location of a stone inscription provides
us with direct circumstantial evidence for the determination
of its age, as also for the identification of dates, persons and
places mentioned in the inscription.   The movable records, on.
the other hand, do not possess this natural advantage inherent
in a study of inscriptions in situ.  Local history and traditions
connect the inscriptional tablet with some event or the other,
and thus furnish evidence for their mutual conoboration. The
details of the position of a tablet not only adds to the informa-
tion contained in the inscription, but generally explain the
importance and magnitude of the deed referred to in the
inscription.    In fact, this source of information is the only
background for the study of the inscription itself.   The more-
detailed and accurate the information, the more effective is the-
assistance rendered to scholars in their study of the inscrip-
tion in its dear historical perspective.   The details of location,
not only facilitate a correct reading of the inscription, but at
the same time suggest helpful conclusions and ensure the pro-
per application of the inscriptional evidence to the reconstruc-
tion of history.   Especial care is, therefore, necessary in ascer-
taining and recording the following details along with the-
inscription:

(a)  locality with the specific division and sub-division of

the province or state;

(b)  description and history of the building in which the

tablet is fixed;